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How to apply

RELI 111 World Religions: The Eastern Traditions

Students can apply online at www.applybc.ca.
Alternatively, they can obtain an Application for
Admission from www.viu.ca/apply or from VIU
Registration Centres at the Nanaimo, Duncan, Powell
River or Parksville•Qualicum campuses.

An introduction to world religions, with a focus on
Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism.
RELI 112 World Religions: The Western Traditions

An introduction to world religions, with a focus on
Judaism, Christianity, Islam and Zoroastrianism.

Financial assistance

RELI 201 Critical Bible Study: The Old Testament/Hebrew
Scriptures

Financial assistance is available to students demonstrating
financial need. Please visit www.viu.ca/financialaid

An introduction to the historical, religious and
philosophical significance of the Old Testament/Hebrew
Scriptures, using the techniques of critical Bible study.

About Vancouver Island University

RELI 202 Critical Bible Study: The New Testament

An introduction to the historical, religious and
philosophical significance of the New Testament, using
the techniques of critical Bible study.
For more information on these and other Religious
Studies courses, visit viu.ca/philosophy

Vancouver Island University is a comprehensive postsecondary institution located on beautiful Vancouver
Island in British Columbia. Our main campus is located
in Nanaimo, and we have regional campuses in Duncan,
Powell River and Parksville. More than 16,000 full-time
and part-time students are enrolled in various programs
leading to certificates, diplomas and degrees.

Our religious studies courses are offered
through the Department of Philosophy and
Religious Studies. For more information, visit
our website.
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Religious studies fosters knowledge and critical thinking about religious teachings, practices, and texts,
as well as an appreciation for the role of religion in the lives of believers.
What is religious studies?

Skill development

Religious studies, as an academic discipline, examines
the many facets of the world’s religious traditions—
Western, Eastern, Aboriginal, or emerging—from a
neutral viewpoint. No attempt is made to decide which,
if any, religious viewpoint is true or false. All religious
traditions are taken seriously and sympathetically as
important factors in world history, in human society,
and in the lives of many people; at the same time, all are
subject to critical thinking, as with any other academic
subject.

Through religious studies courses, students should:

Religious studies courses examine both the ideas about
God, gods, or other concepts of sacred reality which
make up religious beliefs, and the human responses
to those concepts, including ethical teachings, forms
of worship or interaction with sacred reality, and the
communities that form around religious traditions.

Why study at VIU?
∙∙ Small, interactive classes, fostering interesting and
relevant discussions

∙∙ Affordable and scenic location
∙∙ Friendly, collegial faculty dedicated to teaching
Program objective
Our courses are intended to develop factual knowledge
and critical thinking about religious teachings, practices,
and texts, as well as an appreciation of the role of
religion in the lives of believers.

∙∙ see the historical, religious, and philosophical
significance of the scriptures of religious
communities;

∙∙ appreciate the past and present practices of
various religious traditions;

∙∙ learn to ask difficult questions and engage in
careful analysis;

∙∙ understand and tolerate differing religious views;
and

∙∙ write clearly, organizing thoughts in a logical
manner.

What our students have to say
“The benefit of taking any religious studies course
is a deeper knowledge of the world around you, as
religion plays an intricate part of every society. Even
if you don’t believe in a religion, or even if you have a
religion, it allows you to understand religion, and the
beliefs of people . . . . I gained more knowledge than I
could possibly have imagined, and an understanding
of religion from a stand point I couldn’t have possibly
gotten anywhere else.”
“I wanted to gain an understanding of how the Bible
was put together and how the content could be
interpreted from an academic perspective. Over the
years, I’ve met people who hold various and even
conflicting interpretations, so I wanted to be able to
develop a reasonable baseline to evaluate differing
interpretations for myself.”
“Religion is a key aspect to understanding human
nature. With racism and prejudice being such a
prevalent issue, I feel that opening our minds and
letting go of our ignorance is the only way out.
Religious studies provides this in a safe and noncontroversial setting.”

